Monday, September 15, 2003

2 Chronicles 13:1 - 14:15


A secular historian might look at today’s passage and say that Abijah tried to mend fences with the northern tribes, but failed. Asa, was a successful ruler for 41 years, building the nation in a time of peace. He defended his realm from a Cushite invasion probably led by a general acting for Shishak’s successor.


As we read these historical stories, the details are really interesting, but it is important to remember that to the Jewish writers the historical events of their land formed the story of God’s relationship to them. They were telling the story of how God cared for and guided His people in their day-to-day, year-to-year, history.  The most important information to the early readers of Chronicles was not that Asa ruled in peace, but that “Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God.” (14:2)


His father, Abijah, successfully defended the realm against Jeroboam not because his army was stronger, but because he sought God’s aid and tried to bring Israel back to the proper worship of the Lord. God was the primary factor in the victory; He was active in the life of Judah, Israel, and the world. 


The most important thing in Asa’s reign to the writer of Chronicles was the destruction of the centers of false worship in Judah that had drawn Judeans away from the Lord sporadically since the days of Asa’s grandfather, Solomon. Asa’s 41 year reign was mostly peaceful because he sought the pleasure and protection of God. 


As Christians we sometimes forget that God is active in our world and in control of its history. He doesn’t cause disaster and war; that is caused by the sinfulness of the world’s inhabitants, but He does assure that the history of the world continues to the goal that He has ordained. With that in mind, we need not fear what goes on around us. Jesus has assured us that God is in control and St. Paul has written, “I am convinced that neither ﻿death, nor life, nor ﻿angels, nor principalities, nor ﻿things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from ﻿﻿the love of God, which is ﻿in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 8:38-39)
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